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Grade 5

Language Arts Standards Used:

Standard 3: Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, 

interpret, evaluate, and appreciate texts.  They draw on their prior 

experience, their interactions with other readers and writers, their 

knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word identification 

strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter 

correspondence, sentence structure, context, graphics).

Standard 4: Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual 

language (e.g., conventions, style, and vocabulary) to communicate 

effectively with a variety of audiences and for different purposes.

Standard 9: Students develop an understanding of and respect for diversity 

in language use, patterns, and dialects across cultures, ethnic groups, 

geographic regions, and social roles.

Overview: In this Cyberguide, students will use a number of Internet sites 

to access different information.  They will develop an understanding of 

different aspects of wildlife and of other cultures.

Materials Needed:

· A computer with Internet access

· Paper

· Pencil

· Props

Focus Questions:

1. How hard would it be to survive in the wilderness on your own?

2. What do you think it would be like to live like the Indians in the story?

3. How would you handle running across a bear, or another wild animal?

4. What would you do if a poisonous animal bit you?

Activity #1: Exploring


In this activity you will go to the Wilderness Survival Guide Site,

http://www.bcadventure.com/adventure/wilderness/survival/index.html. Here 

you will find everything you need to know about surviving in the wilderness 

on your own.  You need to answer the following questions by finding the 

answers within this web site.  Good luck, and have fun!

· Click on FIRST AID at the bottom of the page.  Click on BLEEDING.

1. After elevating the wounded area above the heart, where would you apply 

pressure if the bleeding failed to stop?

· Go BACK. Click on BEE STINGS

2. How would you take care of someone with a bee sting?  Are bee stings 

harmless?

· Go BACK.  Click on FOOD AND WATER at the bottom of the page.

3. How many cups of water are required each day to stay healthy?

4. Where would you find water during the winter months?

· Go BACK.  Click on TRAVEL at the bottom of the page.

5. What should you do if you become lost in the Wilderness?

6. How many centimeters is one pace?

Activity#2: Reading/Writing


Go to http://www.pitt.edu/~lmitten/nations.html, and scroll down.  Pick an 

Indian tribe that you and your group would like to read about.  Explore the 

Indian tribe and their values, beliefs, history etc…  Write a two paragraph 

descriptive article on the Indian tribe you chose.  Be creative!

Activity#3: Research


Here is a list of things to find on the Internet.  What you are supposed to 

find is not specific because each group's discoveries need to be different 

from one another's.  When you find all of the items on the list, you are to 

write a story including all of the information you find.  Be creative!  The 

story must be at least one page long.


Go to http://www.nwf.org/wildalive/, pick an animal at the bottom of the 

page.  Write down 3 facts about the animal you choose.


Go to http://www.life.ca/nl/43/insects.html, pick one of the items on the 

list that helps give natural relief from insect bites.  Write down what it 

is, and what it helps prevent.


Go to http://www.nationalgeographic.com/world/amfacts/index.html, and find 

one fact or thing on this page to put in your story (yes…anything you want!) 

  There is a lot to look at, so don't feel pressured to pick the first thing 

you find interesting!


Go to http://www.nature-net.com/bears/amazing.html, and look at the facts 

about bears.  Use one of these facts in your story…anyway you want to.


As you can see, there are lots of things about nature and animals on the 

Internet.  You must include in some way what you found into your story, but 

you are able to use more of the things you saw on the Internet if you would 

like.  Use your imagination, and humor.  This is supposed to be a fun 

activity, so relax and have a good time.

Activity#4: Presenting


You will now present your story in front of the class.  Each group will 

have 5 to 10 minutes to present the story.  You are encouraged to use 

actions and prompts to make your story more interesting to your audience.  

Good Luck!

Related Websites

1. About the Author "Elizabeth George Speare"  

http://www.randomhouse.com/teachersbdd/Spea.html

2. What does Elizabeth George Speare have to say?  Find out!  

http://www.kynd.com/~ourtown/mhs/beaver.htm

3. The Penobscots Indians  (stories, and an overview of the tribe)  

http://www.indians.org/welker/penobsco.htm

4. The Archery Site (all about the game; equipment needed; and history)  

http://www.ool.com/misc.files/archery.html

5. Natural Relief from Insect Bites (things to do and use on insect bites) 

http://www.life.ca/nl/43/insects.html

6. The Wilderness Survival Guide (all you would need or want to know)  

http://www.bcadventure.com/adventure/wilderness/survival

7. Pablo the Python takes you for an adventure (a wild wilderness tour) 

http://www.wcskids.com/

8. The National Wildlife Federation                                          

                 http://www.nwf.org/

9. A Pet's World (anything you want to know for or about your pet)

      http://www.info-s.com/pets.html

