Cyber Guide 
The Grouchy Ladybug




By: Eric Carle 
Published:  HarperCollins—Publishers, 1977

     Reading, Writing, Oral Communication and Social Studies 
To further study manners after reading The Grouchy Ladybug you can talk about how feelings may be hurt when you don’t think about others.  Make a class list of manners to observe in the classroom and other places in school.  Extension—make a class list of manners to use in public places-restaurants, sporting events, movies, etc.
     ART 
Create your own costumes for the different characters in the story.  Have children draw pictures of the characters from the book, laminate the drawings, and then string them to make necklaces.  Students may also wish to be more creative with the costumes. http://www.eric-carle.com/bb-AEC.html gives instructions on how to make Eric Carle Art.

Ladybug Backpacks

Materials:  1 yard red fabric, 1 ½ yards black fabric, stretch red sequin straps—(2) 20” lengths, quilt batting or fiberfill

Cut (2) 20” circles from the red fabric and as many 4” circles from the black fabric as desired.  Sew the black circles onto one red circle.  Pin sequin straps right side facing the black dots of read circle then pin to the other red circle.  Sew together leaving 4” opening to turn.  Turn circles right side out and fill with batting/fiberfill.  Top stitch the opening closed.  Now you have a “ladybug backpack” costume.
     FURTHER Reading 
After Reading The Grouchy Ladybug, find other similar insect stories, or different Eric Carle stories, and create a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast the books they choose to read.  
Other Survival Stories
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	The Very Lonely Firefly 


Author:  Eric Carle 
Published:  1995 
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	The Very Quiet Cricket 


Author:  Eric Carle 
Published:  1990
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	The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

	
	


Author:  Eric Carle 
Published:  1969
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	A House for Hermit Crab 


Author:  Eric Carle
Published:  1987 
      Physical Education
 You can set up stations around the room or in the gym.  Have children follow a pre-set order to try a new station, as the ladybug met new animals.  Stations may include flying like a yellow jacket, crawling like a beetle, acting like a gorilla, slithering like a snake, swimming like a whale, or stomping like an elephant. 
       Oral Communication 
After reading the book, use the costumes the children made to dramatize the story.  This will work perfectly for a class of 15—2 ladybugs, 12 animals, and a narrator (if needed) 
      Science 
Research different habitats of animals in the book. Possible sites:

· http://www.tnc.org/
Home Page of The Nature Conservancy - Help Protect Endangered Species - The Nature Conservancy: Among environmental organizations, we fill a unique niche: preserving habitats and species by buying the lands and waters they need to survive.

· http://www.seaworld.org/
SeaWorld/Busch Gardens Animal Information Database - SeaWorld/Busch Gardens Animal Information Database - your largest animal resource on the Internet today.

· http://www.baxter508.k12.ks.us/acook/habitats.html
Animal Habitats - First Grade studied animal habitats. During our study, we learned about eight major habitats and learned an animal habitat song.

       Math

This is the perfect story to introduce the concept of telling time.  Children can make their own ladybug clocks.  Make a clock face out of paper plate, using ladybugs to mark the hours—one ladybug with X number of dots on the back.  Example—three dots on the ladybug for the three.  For the hands use black construction paper.   

· Other

This is Eric Carle’s official web site.  It provides teachers with a source for activities and a guest book.

http://www.eric-carle.com/
