TEACHER CYBER GUIDE


Cyber Guide by:  Sonja Kamrud

Email address:  kamruds@pluto.dsu.edu
This unit, was designed to supplement the learning of Out of the Dust by Karen Hess, consists of English, social studies, technology and music.

OBJECTIVES

Technology- 

· Students will be able to find an internet site through a given URL address.

· Students will be able to search the internet as a research source.

· Students will be able to post an online review of the book.

· Students will be able to make a simple PowerPoint.

Social Studies-

· Students will learn about at least three significant historical events in the time period of the book.

· Students will learn about FDR and his policies.

· Students will understand the affects of the New Deal on farmers.

· Students will be able to explain a Dust Bowl, how it occurs and the effects.

English-

· Students will be able to pick out free verse poetry.

· Students will learn to make up their own poetry.

· Students will be able to evaluate a novel.

Music-

· Students will be able to listen and pick out music from this time period.

Art-

· Students will be able to make up their own political cartoon from this time period.

MATERIALS

· Technology (computer lab, or any computers available)

· Books from the library dealing with topics from the book

· Paper and Pencil

· Art materials to make a cartoon with

ACTIVITY #1

For day one to get the students interested in the book before they read it ask a speaker to come in and speak about life before and during the Great Depression.  If you cannot find anybody to speak go to the web and find an informative, fun site to look at with the class. Have the students write a reaction paper of the speaker.  

This might be a good site:

http://www.mcsc.k12.in.us/mhs/social/madedo/
ACTIVITY #2

Have the students get in groups and do research on FDR.  Have them organize their notes and then present what they found to the class.  This site may be of help:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/WH/glimpse/presidents/html/fr32.html
ACTIVITY #3

Have the students make up their own cartoons about FDR.  They can use the information that they found when they did their research on FDR.  It may help to show some other examples of political cartoons.

ACTIVITY #4

First go over free verse poetry with your class.  Give them some examples of free verse poetry besides the book.  Have them do some of their own research on free verse poetry, and bring one example to class.  Have them read their poem to the class.

Next, have the students write their own free verse poem.  They can choose to write it on anything they want.  After they have written the poem and are happy with it have them submit their work online.  Here is a site to submit their poems on:

http://www.inkspot.com/joe/young/
ACTIVITY #5

For this activity find different music that comes from the time period of the Dust Bowl and the Great Depression, and have the students listen to it.  After they have listened to it have them write a reaction paper on what kind of feelings the music gave them. This site could be useful: http://www.geocities.com/Nashville/3448/blowin.html 

ACTIVITY #6

For this activity do research on the Dust Bowl and have the students go a bulletin board on a piece of tag board that talks about the dust bowl.  They have to cover the causes and effects, have them include pictures.

ACTIVITY #7

First split the class into six groups.  Have the students go to this site:  http://asms.k12.ar.us/armen/greenway/index.htm , it deals with the effect the Great Depression on the farmers. There are six categories on this site:  Urban Crisis, A closer look, Statistics, Drought, People Pies and Relief given.  The students may need further sources.  Have them make a PowerPoint on their topic and present it to the class.
ACTIVITY #8

After the book is completely read have the students fill out a critique of the book.  As a class come up with a rubric for them to use.  Have the students give information on what they think are important criteria for a good book.

