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Lost in the Solar System

Startup:

First start by introducing the book.  Then go on to tell about all of the activities that they will be doing focusing on only that book.

Objectives:

During this unit, students will:

· Extract information from text and the Internet. 
· Follow simple multistep-written instructions. 

· Create a paragraph with a topic sentence and supporting facts. 

· Write legibly in cursive using correct spacing. 

Activities:

· The first activity that would be introduced is the planets and that there are nine of them.  Then they will learn the order of the planets from the sun.

· Read the book only one planet at a time.  Then once you read about that planet have the students create an in-depth research paper about that planet.  Then go on to read the book until you reach the next planet that is talked about, then have them do the report, continue for all of the chapters.   

· Have the students create their own drawing of each planet using crayons and paper.

· Have the students create their own voyage, not on a bus but on the Internet.  Have them view each planet and write a little of the information that they read down.  Then have them type out their information on the computer.  They could also copy and paste a picture of the planets of they desire to.  

· To relate the book into a math lesson have the student’s research the distance of each planet from the sun.  Then have them put it into Feet, inches, meters, etc…  http://www.solarviews.com/eng/homepage.htm 

· For a geography lesson, have the students each pick a planet to research the geographic structures on the planets.  The structure and the shape of the planet can also be mentioned.

· http://www.solarviews.com/eng/homepage.htm
· http://infoseek.go.com/?win=_search&sv=M6&lk=noframes&nh=10&ud9=IE5&qt=solar+system&oq=&url=http%3A//seds.lpl.arizona.edu/nineplanets/nineplanets/nineplanets.html&ti=The+Nine+Planets&top=17625
· http://infoseek.go.com/?win=_search&sv=M6&lk=noframes&nh=10&ud9=IE5&qt=solar+system&oq=&url=http%3A//cass.jsc.nasa.gov/research/stereo_atlas/SS3D.HTM&ti=3D+Tour&top=17625 

· For a listening lesson you could play a game.  Have the teacher give a presentation on each planet and then play family feud.  For example say she covered the planet mars and then ask what the top five features are of that planet, from the least to the greatest and have a point system on each answer.  Or read the book and have the question be list the five largest planets from the largest to the smallest.  Have a total of 100 points.  For example Jupiter would be worth 30, Saturn worth 25 and so on so that the total points add up to be 100   

· The final activity that should be done is to have the class make a mobile of the solar system.  The teacher will provide nine different sized foam balls.  The students will color the white foam balls the appropriate color of the planet and then create a mobile of our solar system.  Using a big yellow balloon as the sun.  This activity will create teamwork and enhance the art skills of the kids.  This activity will also give the students a great visual aid of our solar system. 

· http://infoseek.go.com/?win=_search&sv=M6&lk=noframes&nh=10&ud9=IE5&qt=solar+system&oq=&url=http%3A//seds.lpl.arizona.edu/nineplanets/nineplanets/nineplanets.html&ti=The+Nine+Planets&top=17625 

· http://infoseek.go.com/?win=_search&sv=M6&lk=noframes&nh=10&ud9=IE5&qt=solar+system&oq=&url=http%3A//cass.jsc.nasa.gov/research/stereo_atlas/SS3D.HTM&ti=3D+Tour&top=17625 

