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Teacher Cyber Guide

Charlotte’s Web

by E.B. White

CyberGuide developed by Nicole Oppelt

Introduction 

The projects in this guide are possible units that may be included when students are reading Charlotte’s Web. 

Standards For the Third grade:

NUMBER SENSE STANDARDS 

The student will: 


Solve problems using addition, subtraction, and multiplication.

NATURE OF SCIENCE STANDARDS

The student will: 


Use investigations in science to serve different purposes. (example: exploring the world)

Understand that science involves asking and answering questions and comparing the results to what is already known

LIFE SCIENCE STANDARDS

The student will: 


Identify basic structures and functions of animals.

HISTORY STANDARDS

The student will: 


Study their local community and its history.

GEOGRAPHY STANDARDS

The student will: 


Integrate the study of communities through map work by identifying, locating, and using map title, map key, compass rose, lines and borders, roads and routes, and objects and symbols. 
Use grid systems to locate communities. 

Construct a map using map key and symbols, map scale, title, compass rose including intermediate directions, and boundaries. 

Curriculum or other areas included in this guide:

· Math 

· Science

· Art

· History/Geography

· Music

· Games

· Snack Ideas

Activity One: Integrating Mathematics

Materials Needed: One envelop per student that contains small pictures of spiders, pigs, and/or any other barnyard animals. (There should be at least 30 pieces or more.) Glue, paper, and pencils will also be needed. 

Student Activity: With their pieces students will be able to make up their own math addition or subtraction problems. Have the students make up five to ten problems. Then they can answer them on the back of their papers. Students can then switch papers with another who will answer their problems. 
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Activity Two: Integrating Science

Part One: Spider Anatomy

Materials Needed: A good drawing of the anatomy of a spider (site 1), Spider information (site 2), Interesting spider facts (site 3), paper, pencils, and coloring utensils. 

Internet addresses:

http://www.powerup.com.au/~glen/spider8.htm
http://www.powerup.com.au/~glen/spider1.htm
http://www.powerup.com.au/~glen/spider9.htm
Student Activity: Within these sites students will be able to discover the different parts of a spider. They can then draw a spider of their choice from the variety of pictures given and draw arrows and what the part is on their drawing. Students will then be able to write a paragraph describing their spider drawing and some type of interesting fact about it. 

Part Two: What is arachnology?

Materials: A dictionary and/or encyclopedia, papers, pencils, and the Internet addresses. 

Internet addresses: 

http://www.insect-world.com/main/araneae.html
http://www.ufsia.ac.be/Arachnology/Pages/Kids.html
Student Activity: First before looking up the information students should write down what they think arachnology is. Then they can use a dictionary or encyclopedia to discover what it is and write that down. After this students can then use the Internet sites to give them more information about arachnids and the study of them. They are to then write a summary about the information they have gathered. (May use summary template) 

Activity Three: Integrating Art

Part One: Constructing a barn

Materials Needed: Popsicle sticks or twigs, and glue, and paint. 

Internet Address: http://www.buildamerica.com/old/12-23-96/wkshow.htm
Student Activity: After viewing this Internet site and looking at a few pictures of different barns, students will understand a little more about how a barn is built from the ground up. Students will then be able to construct their own barn using popsicle sticks or twigs and glue. When they are through constructing their barn which may be one from the pictures they have seen or one from their imagination, and after it has finished drying they may paint it in their choice of color/s. 

Part Two: Designing a new book cover

Materials Needed: Paper and coloring utensils

Student Activity: After the students have read the book they may then design their own cover of anything they wish as long as it is a part of the book. 

Activity Four: Integrating History/Geography

Part One: Interview

Materials Needed: tape recorders (maybe), paper, and pencils.

Student Activity: In class we will discuss farm life and make up a list of questions that the students will be able to use to conduct an interview about farm life today as compared to times past. Students will then have a set amount of time to conduct an interview with a relative (if they have a farming background) or we may take a field trip to a local nursing home and ask some of the residents the questions for our interview. The students will then be able write a paper about the information they have gathered. 

Part Two: South Dakota Farming Communities

Materials Needed: Maps of SD and City/rural maps of certain areas.

Student Activity: Using the maps students will be able to make their own map, fictional or non-fictional, of a farm community or area. Their maps could show the relationships between farmland and city land or sections of a farm. 

Activity Five: Integrating Music

Part One: The Itsy Bitsy Spider

Materials Needed: The Itsy Bitsy Spider by Iza Trapani
Student Activity: After reading the book above to the class, students can then sing and move to the song. The verses are as follows:

1.   The itsy bitsy spider

Cllimbed up the water spout.

Down came the rain 

and Washed the spider out. 

Out came the sun 

And dried up all the rain, 

And the itsy bitsy spider 

Climbed up the spout again. 

2.   The itsy bitsy spider

Climbed up the kitchen wall. 

Swoosh! went the fan

And made the spider fall. 

Off went the fan. 

No longer did it blow.

So the itsy bitsy spider 

Back up the wall did go. 

3.   The itsy bitsy spider

Climbed up the yellow pail. 

In came a mouse

And flicked her with his tail.

Down fell the spider. 

The mouse ran out the door. 

Then the itsy bitsy spider 

Climbed up the pail once more. 

4.   The itsy bitsy spider

Climbed up the rocking chair.

Up jumped a cat

And knocked her in the air.

Down plopped the cat 

And when he was asleep,

The itsy bitsy spider 

Back up the chair did creep.

5.   The itsy bitsy spider

Climbed up the maple tree.

She slipped on some dew 

And landed next to me.

Out came the sun

And when the tree was dry,

The itsy bitsy spider

Gave it one more try.

6.   The itsy bitsy spider

Climbed up without a stop.

She spun a silky web 

Right at the very top.

She wove and she spun

And when her web was done,

The itsy bitsy spider 

Rested in the sun. 

Part Two: We’ve Got Lots in Common
Materials Needed: the video of Charlotte’s Web, and the song found in The Music Connection (third grade) page 4 and 5. 

Student Activity: After the students have watched the video they will know the song We’ve Got Lots in Common and will be able to sing this song and learn about steady beat. 

Activity Six: Games to play

Part One: Spider Food Hunt

Materials Needed: a computer

Internet Address: http://www.rochedaless.qld.edu.au/spidergame.htm
Student Activity: If students have some free time they will enjoy playing this game. After clicking on start the object of the game is to click on as many flies as they can in the allotted time. If they have a good score they may choose to have their name put in the list of high scores. 

Part Two: Crossword Puzzles

Materials Needed: The puzzle and a pencil

Internet Addresses: These are a few puzzles that have been developed by other students.

http://www2.lhric.org/pocantico/charlotte/puzzle1.htm
http://www2.lhric.org/pocantico/charlotte/puzzle2.htm
http://www2.lhric.org/pocantico/charlotte/puzzle3.htm
http://www2.lhric.org/pocantico/charlotte/puzzle4.htm
Student Activity: Students can print off any or all of these crossword puzzles to complete. To challenge the students ask them to make their own crossword puzzles. Make sure that they include the page number of where they found the questions/answers and an answer sheet. 

Part Three: Jigsaw Puzzles

Materials Needed: Various jigsaw puzzles with pictures that have something concerning topics from Charlotte’s Web. I know that various types of barns can be found.

Student Activity: In groups of 2 or 3, students can use one of the workstations to construct a puzzle over a set period of time (a week). To include art into this section, have students take one of their drawings, or they can do a new one, and then they can cut up the picture so that others can put it together. 

Activity Seven: Snack Ideas

Part One: Chocolate Spiders

These chocolate spiders are really easy to make either in a class or at home. 

Materials Needed: Ingredients:


large block of milk cooking chocolate


2 Tbsp. of crunchy peanut butter


1 packet of Chang noodles


some dessicated coconut

Instructions: 

1. Melt the cooking chocolate slowly in a saucepan, stirring as it melts. 

2. Mix the peanut butter (you can warm the peanut butter first) with the chocolate.

3. Mix the melted chocolate and peanut butter, with coconut, pour over the noodle mixture. Be careful not to break up the noodle sticks. 

4. Put them in spoonful-sized dollops on greaseproof paper and let them set.

5. Then eat and enjoy. 

Part Two: Spider Cookies 

Internet Address: http://www.powerup.com.au/~glen/spider13.htm
Student Activity: To start, give each child a plastic sandwich bag filled with the following spider parts: " a napkin, 2 chocolate sandwich cookies, 4 pieces of thin red licorice, 2 Chinese noodles, 8 round cake decoration candies, and 6 shelled sunflower seeds. Then read these directions aloud: 

1. Place the two cookies side by side on your napkin. A spider has 2 body parts. The front part is called the cephalothorax. The back is called the abdomen. The cephalothorax is like the head and chest of the spider. It contains its brain and stomach. 

2. Carefully open the cephalothorax and lay each piece of licorice across the middle of the cookie. Put the top back on the cookie. A spider's legs grow out from the front part of its body. Your spider should have 4 licorice legs on each side. How many legs do spiders have in all? Spider legs are covered with tiny hairs. It can smell and feel vibrations with these hairs. Spiders also have two tiny claws on the end of each leg that helps it cling to its web. If a leg is lost, a spider grows a new one! 

3. Many spiders have 8 eyes. Lay your tiny candies on the cephalothorax in two rows with 4 in each row. Even with all those eyes, most spiders do not have good eyesight. How can a spider know when an insect is caught in her web? (It feels the vibrations with its legs). 

4. In the front of a spider's body are its jaws and fangs. Stick 2 noodles into the filling of the cookie so they stick out under its eyes. Its jaws are very strong and its fangs sharp and poisonous. When a spider catches an insect, it uses its fangs in two ways. First, it injects its prey with poison to paralyze it. Then, because spiders can only digest liquids, it injects the insect with digestive fluids that turn its insides into bug soup. The spider then sucks up the meal. It leaves the crunchy outside of the insect for another animal to enjoy. 

5. Open your spider's abdomen. This part contains the heart and lungs. In the back of the abdomen are 6 tiny spinnerets -tubes that release thin threads of silk to make a web or an egg sack. Place 6 sunflower seeds inside the back part of the spider's body to remind you of the spinnerets. 
Activity Eight: Evaluations

Students can make up their own evaluations. One idea is a “Who said this quote?” quiz. Below are a few examples. 

Internet Address: http://www2.lhric.org/pocantio/charlotte/quiz.htm
Charlotte’s Web Mystery Quotes Quiz

Who said this quote?

1. “Charlotte is the best story teller I ever heard.”

A. Wilbur

B. Fern

C. The old sheep

2.   “That doesn't make a particle of difference,”

A. Wilbur

B. The gander

C. Charlotte

3.   “I can't arrange my family duties to suit the management of the County Fair.”

A. Charlotte

B. Aunt Edith

C. Mr. Zuckerman

4.   “Well, I'm sort of sedentary myself, I guess. I have to hang around here whether I want to or not.”

A. Uncle 

B. Wilbur

C. Charlotte

5.   "I didn't ask for a shower bath."

A. Mr. Zuckerman

B. Lurvy

C. Avery

6.   "In the second place, I'm not interested in pigs. Pigs mean less than nothing to me."

A. The old sheep

B. Templeton

C. The lamb

7.   "...the quickest way to spoil a friendship is to wake somebody up in the morning before he is ready."

A. Charlotte

B. Wilbur

C. the oldest sheep

8.   "You children be quiet till we get the pig unloaded."

A. Mr. Arable

B. Mrs. Arable

C. Mr. Zuckerman

9.   "Our pig is completely out of the ordinary."

A. Mr. Zuckerman

B. Lurvy

C. Mrs. Zuckerman

10.   "Go to the Fair, Templeton. You will find that the conditions at the fair will surpass your wildest dreams."

A. The rooster

B. Charlotte

C. The old sheep

11.   "The last time I swung in this swing, I almost crashed into a barn swallow."

A. Avery

B. Fern

C. Henry

Who said this quote? Answer page.

1. C

2. A pg 117

3. B

4. A

5. C pg 161

6. C pg 28

7. B

8. A pg 131

9. C

10. A

